
Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Region 02 
SCHOOLS DIVISION OFFICE OF NUEVA VIZCAY A 

Bayombong 

DIVISION MEMORANDUM 

TO: CID ChiefEvelyn V. Ramos 
Public Schools District Supervisors/Dies 
School Heads, Public and Private Schools 

FOR: FLORDELIZA C. GECOBE, PhD., CESO VI 
Officer-in-Charge 
Office of the Schools Division Superintendent 

BY: EDUARDO C. iSfdRP%o, JR., EdD., CESE 
Officer-in-Charge •"'\ 
Office of the Assistant Schools Division Superintendentlf, 

DATE: November 8, 2017 

SUBJECT: 2017 DIVISION READ-A-THON, and ENGLISH AND MOTHER 
TONGUE FESTIVAL 

1. The Schools Division ofNueva Vizcaya shall hold its 2017 Division Read-a-Thon, 
and English and Mother Tongue Festival on December 7-8, 2017 at the DepEd 
Bagabag Facility in Villa Coloma, Bagabag, Nueva Vizcaya. This will be done in 
consonance to the National Reading Month Celebration, Every Child A Reader 
Program (ECARP), Early Language Literacy, and Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual 
Education. 

2. The activity aims to: 
a. Provide opportunities for the K to 12 learners to showcase their talents and 

skills as learning outcomes; 
b. Boost learners' capabilities in staging their potentials; 
c. Encourage friendly competition among learners in the field of language arts; 

and 
d. Highlight the K-3 teachers' skills in the development of instructional 

materials. 

3. Participants to this activity are the winners in the district level (for elementary), 
school level (for secondary), and private schools in the following areas: 

Elementary: Super Kid Challenge, Spelling Bee, Correct Usage, Oral Reading 
Interpretation, Story Retelling and Team Reading 
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Secondary: Spelling, Correct Usage, Poetry Writing, Essay Writing, 
Extemporaneous Speaking, Oral Research Presentation, Oral Reading 
Interpretation, Story Retelling, Team Reading, Team Story Writing and 
Article Critiquing 

Teacher Category: Big Book Development, Best Exhibit of Instructional 
Materials 

4. Each participant shall register and pay One Hundred Pesos (Php 1 00.00) to be sourced 
from the school development fee, school MOOE and other local funds. Travelling 
expenses may be taken from local ftmds/school MOOE. These expenses are subject 
to proper auditing and accounting rules and regulations. 

5. Attached hereto is the Manual of Operations (MOP) for the festivaL Queries relative 
to the conduct of this activity may be addressed to Dindo John H. Moreno, EPS in 
English with CP# 09173225568. 

6. For infonnation and guidance. 
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Enclosure No. 1, Manual (?/Operations 

2017 Division Read-a-Thon, and English and Mother Tongue Festival 
December 7-8, 2017 

DepED Bagabag Facility (JPEd Training Center) 

MANUAL OF OPERATIONS 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 

The Division Read-A-Thon, and English and Mother Tongue Festival shall observe the 
following guidelines: 

1. Each pupil/student contestant must register and pay a registration fee ofPIOO.OO. 
2. A contestant must only participate in one contest area/category. 
3. An opening program and orientation will be conducted before the competition proper. 
4. Contest venues/areas shall be facilitated by designated contest facilitators. 
5. Guidelines will be followed/observed for every contest category. 
6. Top 10 best performance will be chosen by the respective evaluators. 
7. Winner will be awarded certificate of recognition during the closing program 

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 

9:30am- 11:00 pm 

11:00 pm- 12:30 
pm 

1:00pm-2:30pm 

2:30pm-4:00pm 

4:00 

8:00am-9:30am 

Spelling 

Super Kid 
Challenge 
(Grade 2) 

Essay Writing 
(Grade 10) 

Correct Usage 

Oral Reading 
Interpretation 

Correct Usage 

Spelling Bee 
(Grade 3) 

Extemporaneous 
Speech 

11 

Story Retelling 
(Grade 8) 
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Poetry Writing 

5-minute 
Presentation of 

Big Books 
(K-G 1 Teachers) 

To be continued in 
the oon ... 

Research 
Presentation 

(Grade 12) 

Story Writing 
(Grade 10) 



9:30am- 11:00 am Story Retelling Story Retelling Story Retelling 
(Grade 4) (Grade 5) (Grade 6) 

11:00 am- 12:30 Team Reading Article Critique Judging of IMs 
pm (Grade 9) (Grade 11& 12) Booth 

(MT and English) 
1:00pm~ 2:30pm Oral Reading Oral Reading Oral Reading 

Interpretation Interpretation Interpretation 
(Grade 4) (Grade 5) . . (Grade 6) 

.. 

2:30pm-4:00pm Team Reading Team Reading Team Reading 
(Grade 4) (G-rade 5) (Grade 6) 

4:00pm~ 5:00pm Awarding of Trophies and Certificates 
Closing Program 

SPECIFIC CONTEST GUIDELINES 

DIVISION LANGUAGE ARTS FEST (MOTHER TONGUE AND ENGLISH) 

SUPER KID CHALLENGE (Grade 2, English) 
1. There will be 23 contestants for this competition representing the 23 districts. 

Interested contestants from private schools may join the contest, one contestant per 
private school. 

2. The contestants will undergo a oneatime challenge involving a series of activities 
relating to the development of the literacy domains for K to 3 such as Phonics, 
Spelling, Alphabet knowledge, Book and Print Orientation, Reading Comprehension 
and Sentence Readit1g. 

3. Sequence ofperfonnance will be detennined through drawing oflots. 
4 Before taking up the challenge, the contestant must have a piece of paper where 

he/she will write his/her answer/s. 
5. The contestant proceeds from one station to another. In each station, a challenge 

master will be posted and ask the contestant pertinent questions. Aside from this 
challenge, before reaching a station, he/she will undergo a physical-tltness challenge 
(i.e. tire~path challenge, jumping rope challenge, hula~hoop challenge, balance-act 
challenge, ±ill-in the bottle challenge, etc.). 

6. Time spent to finish the challenge will be recorded. 
7. To determine the top five wim1ers, scores will be considered. In case of ties, the time 

spent to finish the challenge will serve as the deciding factor. 
8. Top ten winners will be recognized. 

SPELLING BEE (Grade 3 and 7) 
1. There will be 23 contestants, one contestant from each district in the elementary level 

and 45 contestants from the secondary level (Grade 7), one contestant per secondary 
school. Contestants from the private schools may also join this contest, one 
contestant per private school. 

2. The quiz shall be done in two phases, elimination and final rounds. 
3. The elimination round consists of a 30-item quiz. After the answer sheets have been 

checked, the top fifteen scorers shall proceed to the final round. 
4. Dming the final round, the top 15 finalists shall undergo a "do or die" round. The 

quiz master will ask the contestants a word to spell, all at the same time using a strip 
of paper where they are going to write their answers. Once a contestant misspell~ /:"• ~ 
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word, he/she is automatically dropped from the quiz. The basis of ranking the 
contestants shall be based on their ability and chance to stay on the game. 

5. The top ten spellers will be recognized. 

CORRECT USAGE (Grade 5/6 and 8) 
1. There will be 23 contestants, one contestant from each district in the elementary level 

and 45 Grade 8 students, one from each public secondary school. Contestants from 
the private schools may also join this contest, one contestant per private school. 

2. The English test will be done in two rounds: the elimination and final rounds. 
3. Elimination Round. A paper and pencil test will be simultaneously administered to 

the contestants. The test will be answered in 30 minutes. After 30 minutes, the test 
papers will be collected, checked and graded. All contestants with scores 30 and 
above will proceed to the Final Round. In case, no contestant gets a score of 30 and 
above, the required score will be lowered until at least 15 contestants qualify for the 
next round. For the next round, all scores will revert back to zero. 

4. The qualifiers will be called for the final round. Another test will be given to the 
qualifiers. 

5. Top ten highest scorers will be recognized. 
6. Corrections, queries and clarifications must all be directed to the contest committee 

for action. 
7. The decision of the committee is final. 

ESSAY WRITING CONTEST (Grade 10) 
1. There will be 45 contestants in this contest, one from each public secondary school. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

Interested contestants from private schools may join the contest, one contestant per 
private school. 
The contest shall be done in two rounds: Elimination and Final Rounds. 
All contestants will write an essay of not more than 200 words in this round, 
excluding the title. The topic shall be given on-the-spot. After 40 minutes, the 
outputs will be collected and graded. 
The Top 15 contestants will proceed to the Final Round. During the Final Round, the 
15 essayists will develop an essay around a topic to be given on-the-spot. It should 
not be more than 250 words, excluding the title. After 40 minutes, the essays will be 
collected, graded and ranked. 
The essays will be judged based on these criteria: 
ORIGINALITY and COMMUNICATION (40 points) 

The contestants' knowledge and depth of understanding about the issues being 
addressed will be demonstrated by the quality of their essays. 
a. Does the essay have a creative approach to a topic or story? (30 points) 
b. Do vocabulary and word usage enhance the essay? (5 points) 
c. Is the reader left with a "finished" feeling? ( 5 points) 

CONTENT ( 40 points) 
a. Is the main idea well developed throughout the essay? (25 points) 
b. Is the essay well organized? ( 10 points) 
c. Is the point of view consistent throughout? ( 5 points) 

WRITING MECHANICS (20 points) 
The competition is designed to promote good writing as well as serious 
thinking. The clarity of presentation and quality of writing will also figure in 
the score. 
a. Are spelling, capitalization, and punctuation correct? (5 points) 
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b. Are the sentence structures correct? (5 points) 
c. Is the paragraphing appropriate? (5 points) 
d. Is the essay consistent in tense? (5 points) 

6. The top ten essayists will be de declared winners. 
7. The decision of the judges is f!nal. 

POETRY WRITING (Grade 9) 
1. There will be 45 contestants representing the 45 secondary public schools. Private 

schools may joit1 with one contestant per school. 
2. Contestants will be convened in a room where they will compose their poems on a 

given topic. 
3. The poems will be judged based on these criteria: 

20% - Message and Interest (clear message, profound ideas) 
30%- Technical Excellence (grammar, organization, presentation, rhyme and meter)) 
20'~/r)- Assonance and Alliteration (soft: and sharp sounds of the poem, mixture of 
powerful words and sounds) 
20%- Fom1 and Flow (form the poem takes on paper, symmetry and balance oflines) 
10% - Overall Impact 

4. The top ten poets will be declared winners. 
5. The decision of the board of judges is final. 

SHORT STORY WRITING (Grade 10, three members per team) 
1. There will be 45 teams competing for the best story in this contest representing the 45 

secondary schools. Writers from the private schools may join the contest. 
2. Each team shall be composed of three students enrolled in Grade 10. 
3. The writers will be given a theme to work on and from which to develop the story. 
4. After the briefing, the writers will be given two hours to write their story. 
5. Late entries will not be accepted for evaluation. 
6. The decision of the judges is final. 
BASIC RULES: 
1. Use 12-point Times New Roman. 
2. Double space text. 
3. Mark a new paragt·aph by indenting the first line; do not leave an empty line between 

paragraphs. 
4. Use a 1" margin on all sides. 
5. Do not number the first page. 
6. Put the story's title, centered in all CAPS, approximately one-third of the way-dow11 

the page from the top margin. Drop four lines then begin the stmy. 
7. Type "THE END" in all caps when the story is finished. 

ARTICLE CRITIQUE (Grade 11/12) 
1. There will be 45 contestants representing the 45 public senior hig_h schools. Interested 

2. 

3. 

students from the private schools may also join the contest. 
The contestants will be given an article to critique. For 60 minutes, the contestants 
will read the article and make notes. Afterwards they will be given another 60 
minutes to write their article critique. 
BASIC RULES: 
a. Use 12-point Times New Roman. 
b. Single space text. 
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c. Mark a new paragraph by indenting the first line; do not leave an empty line 
between paragraphs. 
d. Use a 1" margin on all sides. 
e. Do not number the first page. 

4. Criteria for judging: 
30% - Organization 
40%- Content and Coverage (Presentation of Factual Knowledge, Presentation of 

Qualified Opinion on the Article, Supporting Examples and Clear Message) 
30% - Technical and Writing Skills 

5. The top ten contenders will be recognized and the decision of the judges is final. 

EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING 
1. There will be 45 contestants representing the 45 public high schools. Interested 

students from the private schools may also join the contest. 
2. Contestants are expected to prepare a speech on a given topic. They must use this 

topic as their contest extemporaneous subject. Contestants will be given the topic at 
intervals and have only five (5) minutes for preparation. No one is allowed to consult 
with the contestant after they have been given the topic. 

3. Participants must present their speech within five (5) minutes with a grace period of 
30 seconds. 

4. Recommended speech length is two (2) to five (5) minutes. 
5. The speech may be followed by one question per judge. Each question will be 

relevant and designed to secure verification, clarification, or amplification. 
6. No materials may be utilized by participant to prepare for the presentation, except 

paper and pencil. 
7. Each contestant will be permitted to make notes during the preparation time. 
8. Participants must give all notes used during the speech to the judges concluding the 

speech. 
9. Extemporaneous speeches will be judged on the following criteria: 

A. Content (Speech development, effectiveness and speech value) - 50% 
B. Delivery (Physical Presentation, Voice and Manner)- 30% 
C. Language (Appropriateness and Correctness)- 20% 

10. The top ten best speakers will be recognized 

ORAL RESEARCH PRESENTATION 
1. There should only be one ( 1) contestant per Integrated Senior High School. 
2. The contestant must be presently enrolled as Grade 12 student taking Practical Research 

3. 

4. 

5. 

2 subject. 
Each contestant should present a FULL BLOWN Qualitative or Quantitative Research 
in a 12-15 slides Power Point Presentation for a maximum of ten (10) minutes oral 
presentation. 
A time-keeper will be assigned to alarm the presenter two (2) minutes before the time 
given. Upon reaching the maximum time of 10 minutes, the time-keeper will STOP the 
presenter finished or not. 
Each presenter will be evaluated as to: 

Proficiency in the Delivery 
Speech Clarity and Eloquence 
Grammatical Correctness 
Confidence and Stage Presence 
TOTAL 
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10% 
100% 



6. Each contestant must bring his/her own laptop, and/or t1ash drive containing the copy 
of the slideshow presentation. 

7. The decision of the evaluators/judges is final. 

BIG BOOK WRITING COMPETITION (K-Gl TEACHER CATEGORY, Elementary. 
English and Mother Tongue) 
1. There will be 23 entries (English for oral language development) and 23 entlies 

(Mother Tongue) from each district in the elementary representing the 23 districts. 
Interested teachers from the private schools may also join this contest, one short story 
per private school. 

2. Participants will present their original contextualized short stories before a panel. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

These materials will also be displayed in the IMs booth of each district. The short 
stories shall be in BIG BOOK fonn observing the following salient points: 
a. Size of Big Book 1 7 inches x 11 inches 
b. No. of pages 20- 32 pages 
c. Text handwritten or typed 
d. The Big Book must have the following parts: 

• Title 
• Author 
• Illustrator 
• Synopsis (to be located at the back portion of the book) 

The short stories to be submitted shall be considered SDO-Nueva Vizcaya materials 
and the SDO reserves the rights over these materials. 
The top ten winners in each category for English will be recognized: 
a. Best Author Award 
b. Best Illustrator Award 
c. Best Big Book Award J 
The decision ofthe board of judges is final. ..\p l) 
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